
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Reaching Heights 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Reaching Heights Summer Music Camp 2017 

Your Project Summary: Reaching Heights Summer Music Camp is a one week music immersion for 

students in grades 5-8 who play instrumental music in their school orchestras and live in the Cleveland 

Heights- University Heights City School District.  Up to 90 campers study music theory, take a master class, 

rehearse in sectionals, and play in ensembles and full orchestra with guidance from 21 professional 

musicians and music educators along with 21 high school musicians who volunteer as camp 

counselors/music coaches. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Reaching Heights summer program offers public benefit by providing a one-week summer 

intensive for Cleveland Heights students (grade 5-8) who participate in school orchestra. The project 

provides artistic & cultural vibrancy not just for the students, but for their families, friends, & mentors. 

Additional information about the qualifications of the professional teachers would have strengthened the 

application even more. The organization demonstrates its capacity to successfully plan and manage the 

project by setting goals and implementing tools for measuring progress. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. By offering an affordable experience (and 

scholarships to those who ask), with 1 instructor for every 2 kids, this project demonstrates public benefit. 

Through engaging a camp staff of 42, adults and high school students, there is artistic vibrancy. The budget 

looks realistic and with the large camp staff to plan and manage the week-long program, there is 

organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Reaching Heights clearly and articulately demonstrated all 3 of CAC's funding criteria. There is 

a clear public benefit to a district with such high poverty rates. 1/3rd of their participants are on 

scholarship (also indicated by their budget), and there is strong interest from the participants themselves 

as indicated by the high retention rates. The quotes from participants and parents helped demonstrate 

that as well. Their artistic and cultural vibrancy, in respect to the teaching staff, is high, and their 

organizational capacity is grounded. I appreciate that their budget was thoughtfully constructed and not 

dependent on the grant for half of their resources. I also thought the choice in Star Wars was an age-

appropriate and relevant music selection. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The project had clear public benefit and the organization 

provided sufficient detail to demonstrate the impact on the participants. I appreciate their thoughtful 

recruitment efforts and ability to discuss return participants. I felt the cost for the camp was significant 

but also appreciated their ability to provide scholarship support. I also appreciated the involvement of the 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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high school students in the program to teach leadership. Would encourage the organization to also discuss 

the impact and effect on the students, especially long term impact. The budget was clear and reasonable 

and the organization provided sufficient detail to demonstrate the ability to plan and execute successful 

programs. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria.  The summer camp clearly demonstrates public 

benefit because Reaching Heights understands what the students need, and they work with and serve the 

students, especially in providing scholarships.  I love the idea that the students get to take electives to try 

a different type of music.  The camp appears to engage qualified and diverse arts/culture professionals 

including the near-peer high school counselors.  It also inspires the students to think creatively/differently, 

which is another way the camp demonstrates its artistic/cultural vibrancy.  There are clear and realistic 

goals which helps demonstrate Reaching Heights' organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Reaching Heights' Summer Music Camp meets the funding criteria. The organization did a 

fantastic job of giving details about how they will implement the 2017 summer camp while also clearly 

explaining the camp itself, and the community impacted. This week long summer music camp for middle 

schoolers helps to contribute to lively and energetic neighborhoods and encourages kids who take music 

during the school year to have an intensive week of learning during the summer. In addition, high school 

students serve as counselors and qualified art professionals teach and mentor the students. This program 

impacts the community in many different layers, and I especially enjoyed the inclusion of feedback from 

students and parents. The organization can meet the match and has a strong planning committee to carry 

out the summer camp for 2017. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


